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Questions by Bro. Thomas Williams 

Answered by Bro. J. J. Andrew 


1. Do not the words, "Because thou hast . eaten of the tree ... dust thou art 
and unto dust shalt thou return" declare the death referred to in the words, "Thou 
shalt surely die"? 

Answer-Genesis 2:17 declares the penalty of death, and the death of Genesis 
3:17-19 is that penalty, but modified by (or because of) Genesis 3:15. 

2. When Paul says, "By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin, and 
so death passed upon all men," is he not referring to that death which was intended 
by the words, "In the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die"? 

Answer-The death mentioned in Romans 5: 12 I consider to refer to the death 
described in Genesis 3:17-19. 

3. Is not this the death we are all under and from which Christ came to redeem us? 
Answer- The death from which Christ came to redeem us I consider to be the 

death of Genesis 3:17-19. 

4. When Paul says, "The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law," 
and then represents the redeemed as rejoicing upon their triumph, thl 
over death and the grave, is he not referring to the "law" which said, 
surely die," to the death that came by its transgression and to the redemption 
therefrom? 

Answer-I look upon I Corinthians 15:55-56 as referring to the death which 
came upon mankind as the result of Adam breaking the law of Genesis 2: 17. 

5. Is not the subject as involved in these sufficient for faith and 
fellowship without entering into the question whether or not Adam incurred a 
"violent death," so long as it is admitted that God required that Christ should die 
the death of the <.:fOSS as a means of redemption for him and for us? 

Answer-I do not look upon the question of Adam incurring a violent death as 
being necessary for either immersion or fellowship, but as an item of increased 
knowledge, which proves the perfect justice of God in imposing on His Son the 
death of the cross. 

6. If it is understood and believed that Adam's disobedience 
tion and death upon the entire race, Christ included, and that 
obedience, even unto the death of the cross, there is deliverance therefrom, would 
you make the question of whether or not God will raise" enlightened Gentiles" a 
test of fellowship? 

Answer- The question of making resurrection of Gentiles out ofChrist a test of 
fellowship depends the way it is held. 

If it be recognized Adam brought death upon the entire race his sin, that 
baptism into Christ frees men from the permanent power ofdeath, that such of 
the baptized as die will rise through their relationship to Christ, but that it is 
possible God by His independent power, raise some others, I should not 
consider it a to fellowship. 

But if it be contended that some Gentile out ofChrist will be raised on the same 
basis as those in Christ, this contention would be a barrier to fellowship. 
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"The KING OF THEJEWS will first manifest his presence, not to the l~r 
world at large; which will not know of his being there, or, if told the ~ 

'J fact, would not believe it; but to THOSE WHOM THE BLOOD OF ~$: 
~ THE COVENANT BRINGS before his tribunal." i~j 
~ JOHN THOMAS, Eureka, Vol IIIB, p. 189 111 

I The reader will remember that before the Judgment Seat of jlllll: 
~ Christ in the wilderness ofTernan, there were TWO CLASSES ofsaints :iit 
~i in Christ Jesus constitutionally ... The constitution and destiny of .~ 
~ these TWO CLASSES, though originally built upon the same foun- .~ 

1
1 dation, is widely divergent ... The judicial inspection of his house- if. 
, hold, having separated the refuse and the vile from those "accounted m 

worthy to obtain of the aion, and the resurrection;" the rejected, by ~ 
: virtue of the sentence pronounced upon them by Christ, saying, I.)~: "Depart from me, ye cursed, into the airJluoti fire, prepared for the Devil " 
1J and his Angels," forthwith enter upon their journey to the place of :' 
:111~ exil~ or torn;-,ent; .or, in t~e words of Jesus~ "th~y go tl~Jay into aionian ~~ 
@~ pUlllshment; while the nghteous, by then beIng qUlckened, enter ~~ 
.~ into aionian life. ij 
~ JOHN THOM AS, F.,lIreka, Vol. IIIB, p. 256 ¥~ 

!i "Men were not ushered into being for the purpose of being saved I 
ID or lost. God manifestation, not human salvation, was the great purpose ~ 
~~ of the Eternal Spirit. The salvation of a multitude is incidental to the ~r 
Il~. manifestation, but wa~ not the end propos~d. The .Eternal Spirit in- I;;'~ 
:m tended to enthrone himself on earth, and in so dOIng, to develop a . I 
~1 divine family from among men, everyone of whom shall be Spirit, : 
@ because born of the Spirit, and that this family shall be large enough to !~lf 
t~ fill the earth, when perfected, to the entire exclusion of flesh and r~l 
H1 blood" (cf. I Cor. 15:28). :::::: 
~*\ JOHN THOMAS, Herald ofthe Kingdom, 1858 I: 
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I%_'!_S_"_;~__I• ~ That at the appearing of Christ prior to the establishment of 
~ the Kingdom, the responsible [his servants, 1877 edition], . 
~ faithful and unfaithful, dead and living ofboth classes, will be :' 
~ summoned before his judgment seat "to be judged according >d 

(;{ to their works:" "and receive in body according to what they 
~ havt: d01H;' , whether it be g.ood 0. r b~d." 
m - UNA.MENDED ST.\TEMENT OF FAITH 

fu 
tS. That at the appearing of Christ prior to tht: establishment of q 

tht: Kingdom. the responsible (namely, those who know the I 
rt:vt:aled will ot God and havt: been called upon to submit tu } i 

it), clt:ad and living- obedient and disobedient-will be sum- I~~ 
lllo11ed before the judgment seat to be judged according to ~r~ 
thei r works; and receive in body according to what they have ~~~ 
done, whether good or bad. ~. 
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